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Marvin and Patricia Brott 

Our 1961 Chevrolet Impala Story 

 

The sale descriptions today for a 1961 Chevrolet starts out with something like the following; this 1961 

Chevy Impala Bubble Top is a Timeless Beauty and a Real American Icon.   The 1961 Chevy styling was 

fresh and exciting.  A neat and trim rear deck flowed down to triple lens taillights on each side.  The roof line 

was in short order nicknamed “Bubble Top” because of its somewhat domelike shape and casserole lid style 

rear window. The distinct roof line for ‟61 has a tapered, straight line rear pillar only used for the 1961 model 

year.  Then of course there was the big 409 cubic inch V8 engine option first offered in 1961 that was 

immortalized by the Beach Boys.  I‟m sure you remember, She‟s real fine my 409. 

Yes indeed, the Bubble Top is a beauty and an icon but that is 

not the entire reason we have a Jewel Blue 1961 Chevy today.   

As they say, our 61 Chevy story starts a long time ago in a 

distant land.  It was February 12th 1961 in Lincoln, Nebraska; 

only three weeks after JFK had given his famous inauguration 

speech, when, I as a junior in college had my moment of 

serendipity.  I met my wife, Patricia.  Later that same day a 

friend said to me, “Marv, I understand you are getting a new 

car?”  I will never forget the look of Patricia and her friend leaning forward and saying “really”.  I am sure 

they weren‟t thinking wow; a 1961 Chevy with fresh and exciting styling.  In March I picked up a Turquoise 

Impala from the dealer for a grand sum of 2750 dollars.  I was fortunate since my family participated in the 

great obsession with the 1950s and „60s cars.  The dynamics of that golden era of automobiles will be hard to 

repeat.  When will we have music, movies and television programs with a romantic automobile overtone 

again?      

 

For the next 18 months Patricia and I attended many college activities in that Turquoise Impala with many of 

them in some really cold and snowy weather.   We were married in August 1962 and Patricia has always 

unconditionally claimed she did not marry me for the Impala. 

This reminds me of the supposed e-Harmony posting.  Wanted 

tall, dark, handsome and charming man with 61 Impala, please 

send picture of Impala.  The three of us did get a reprieve from 

the bad weather as we made our way to Orange County 

California.  (Picture is of Patricia circa 1963) For the next four 

years, this Bubble Top tended to the daily drives and week end 

tours of California.  It participated in an idyllic honeymoon life 

before the family days.  In December, 1965 the time had come 

when we traded it for a 1966 Ford Galaxie 500 XL.  That Ford 

took up the dutiful responsibility of taking our young family 

through its growing years.   It has the unique distinction of still 

being with its original owner, having been totally restored and 

now participating in family years with our grand children. 

 

Well as you have probably guessed by now, that original 1961 

Turquoise Bubble Top has a lot of memories for a really 

significant time in our lives.  It was a beauty then and is certainly a timeless beauty now.  Of all of our times 

in life to have an exciting new car, that time cannot be surpassed.    Circumstances didn‟t allow us to keep 

that Chevy but some 42 years later we were able to replace it with what may be called a tribute car, a Jewel 

Blue 1961 Chevy Bubble Top. 

 

The following is just a little background leading up to the Jewel Blue Chevy.  While cars have always been 

an interest I must say that airplanes for the past 35 years have trumped cars.  We have owned a series of 

planes of which three where built by myself.  We and many of our friends have participated in the Sports 
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Aircraft experience.  After finishing a Vans Aircraft RV-8 in 2002, my attention was directed towards that 

Galaxie that had been setting in the back of the hangar for many years.  For its 40
th
 birthday it received a 

nearly two year restoration which took it back to exactly like when it left Ford.  With no restoration 

experience I jumped into the effort with a lot of help from people at the airport.  A little know fact is that 

there are a lot of cars and car people at small airports.   When the Galaxie was finished, I said to myself, Gee 

am I glad I never sold this car.   Now my thoughts went back to that Turquoise Bubble Top that we had sold.  

For a year I scanned the internet and went to auctions looking for a 1961 Chevy, a Turquoise one.  Finally, in 

January 2007 all the parameters came close to matching what we wanted with a Jewel Blue Chevy in 

Bremen, Georgia.   

 

This Impala is very similar to the first one as both were basic 283 V-8 cars with the only difference being the 

exterior paint.  I think the Jewel Blue is striking and reflects the bright colors that were available in the late 

50s and early 60s.   When it comes to wheels for this car, we have two sets.  First is a set of American Racing 

Chrome Torq-Thrusts which brings the look up to date.  And if they build a “wheel” hall of fame, you can 

bet money these wheels will be in it.  While many love this updated street rod look for the car, some want to 

see it exactly as original.  The second set of wheels provides the pure 1961 classic look.  It is very interesting 

that most people have a definite 

preference.  My preference is classic, 

what is your preference? 

 

Our Galaxie and Impala are at the 

opposite ends of spectrum when it comes 

to what is known about each.  For 

example we have all the documentation 

for the Galaxie starting with the 

purchase order and all the knowledge of 

its exact condition over 40 years.  The 

history on the Impala is a little sketchy 

before January 2007.  Harold (Cotton) 

Pritchard from Waco, GA completed a 

rotisserie frame off base-coat clear-coat 

paint restoration in mid 2006.  He started 

with a rust free Georgia car.  Cotton did 

an excellent job with the paint, chrome and bright work.  The suspension and engine drive-train are in very 

good condition.  The interior was fair with much in its original state.   Cotton left me a little work which was 

mainly the interior with head liner, dash and instruments, and steering wheel.  With the way the car came to 

Cotton, with his excellent 

body and frame work, and 

the final attention to some 

interior items the car is now 

where it should be.  We love 

this car and hope you enjoy 

and appreciate as much as 

we do.  That is our 61 Chevy 

story from a long, long time 

ago in a somewhat distant 

place up to the present time 

here in McKinney, Texas. 
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Marvin and Patricia Brott 
Our 1966 Ford Galaxie 500XL Story 

 
This Galaxie was in assembled in the Los Angeles plant and shipped to McCoy & Mills Ford in Fullerton, 

California.  Our love affair with this Sauterne Gold Galaxie began in December 1965 as we saw it in the 

show room.  Our Christmas gift became this car and it was our first new car after we were married. 

Therefore, it had the responsibility of taking our young family through its growing years.   It is a little 

unique that this Galaxie is still with its original owners and that it has survived the ups and downs of 41 

years.  Even more interesting is that McCoy Mills is still the Ford dealership in Fullerton.   

 

As you might expect this car has been a big part of our family and it holds a lot of memories.  Within its 

first year it brought us to Texas where we have been ever since.  It has the distinction of bring our two 

children home from the hospital, son Greg in 1966 and daughter Shauna in 1975.   So you can see this car 

was around for the big events in our lives.   It performed all the duties of a family car for 10 years from 

taking the kids to see grandparents to vacation trips.  The second 10 years it was in a support role as Greg 

started driving it before he got his Mustang.  At age 20 it had been driven about 115K miles and fortunately 

had not been involved in any mishaps.   For the next 20 years it spent most of its time in storage within an 

airplane hangar.  Having that hangar was the blessing that allowed this Galaxie to stay with our family and 

more importantly allowed it to be a survivor.   

 

For its 40
th
 birthday it received a nearly two year restoration effort which took it back to exactly like when it 

left McCoy Mills Ford.    It was not a frame-off restoration but just about everything else did come off.   This 

Galaxie was really a worn out car with 115K miles and yet the condition of the body and interior was in 

almost new condition due the dry climate and storage.  Most importantly, the body was straight with no filler 

and there was absolutely no rust. This restoration was truly an interesting experience for me.  My background 

is in building airplanes, the so called homebuilts.  With very little experience with cars, I was not sure how 

this restoration would go.  But I jumped in and had a lot of people hold my hand.  I was fortunate to have a 

large place to do the restoration as parts were all over the hangar. The Galaxie Club was a big help and the 
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internet with e-bay came to my rescue.  While this Galaxie started out 100% made in USA, it is a little less 

now with some of the replacement parts.  I found that the 65/66 Galaxies are not as well supported with parts 

as some of the other Galaxie years.  When buying parts for the Galaxie, most of the time I had a big grin on 

my face.  Why you ask?  When I purchased a fuel pump for the Galaxie it was about 21 dollars.  A fuel pump 

that looks and operates like the Ford pump but for a Lycoming aircraft engine is 193 dollars.  Finally, I met a 

lot of really nice people who were exceeding helpful.  I had a great time and it was very rewarding.  Along 

with it new appearance, we have all of the original papers from purchase order to the window sticker sheet. 

Base price was $3230.62 and with the 10 options plus 

transportation charges the total came to $4248.39.  

 

Could this restoration have been a nostalgic trip or 

maybe my therapy?  Well yes! I do look at it as a piece 

of classic car history, a time machine or maybe art. It 

was a time when automobiles had style.  Of all the cars 

we have owned, this is the one that was imprinted into 

my mind as just one good looking car.   

 

So what is life like with our second generation 

Galaxie?  As all of you know, driving our Galaxies on 

the streets is an experience. I suspect you have had 

some of the following feelings. The big heavy door 

opens easily.  You sit down in a really big bucket seat and close the door with a very mechanical “Click”.  

You have ample space inside and that hood has a really long look.  You look for the cup-holder but realize it 

will be another 40 years.  Since this is a two door hardtop, there are hardly any blind spots and the feel is 

open.  You grab both ends of the seat belt and click them together, like those on an airplane.  You pump the 

gas pedal twice (no electronic fuel injection), put the key into the ignition facing you on the right side of the 

dash and give a flick to the right.  The unmistakable sound of that starter motor whips that big 390 V8 into 

action.   You start out on the streets and immediately realize you are in a sea of plastic bubble appliances and 

refrigerator-on-wheels SUVs.  You know you are in something different.   Now you pull up to a light and 

stop.  Most people don‟t even know you exist. A few thumbs-up come from people who take their cars 

seriously.  You see the smiles from some people.  Somewhere you hear, “Gee, I wish I had that car or Gee, I 

wish I had kept my first car”.   Then, you think to your self, Gee am I glad I never sold this car.  As a 

postscript, the car previous to this Galaxie was a Chevrolet two door hardtop Impala (now called Bubble 

Top).  Gee, do I wish I had never sold that car. 

  

It feels good to have returned this Galaxie to its early life after years of being in storage, and the family 

memories of this 1966 Ford will last forever.  In the meantime, however, our family plans to make more 

memories by having the pleasure of showing and driving this Galaxie.  It is now ready to be a car of interest 

for our grand children during their early years. 

 


